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Bramley Park Academy is a highly inclusive primary school which strives to meet the individual needs of all its learners. We work in partnership with children, parents and other agencies to provide the best possible outcomes for all our children, including those with a range of additional and complex needs. The school’s SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) policy and procedures ensure that high expectations, early intervention and appropriate support for all our children in in place to ensure our children reach their full potential.

 
At Bramley Park Academy we are committed to:
· The Safeguarding and wellbeing of all children and adults
· Unlocking every child’s potential to learn and succeed
· Early intervention and the Early Support principles (uk/help-for-disabled-child/early-support-programme).
 
Our school is additionally resourced for children with Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC). We call this the Launchpad which is a Resource Provision (RP). Twelve places are allocated via SENSAP to children with Education Health Care Plans, whose needs cannot be met in their local school. High levels of specialised staffing in the RP ensure high quality provision, high expectations and excellent outcomes. Learning is personalised for each individual. Children within the Resource Provision have access to more specialised support and resources to meet their specific needs. The amount of time they spend in the mainstream environment and how they access it will depend on their individual needs and their personalised plan. The RP for also an additional resource for any children in school that need further support.
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Who can I contact if I feel my child needs extra support?

The class teacher will be the first point of contact.

These people are also able to support children and families and appointments can be made through the school office:

SENCo –Nicola Booth
	    Sally-Ann Akitt

Learning Manager - Lynn Dove

Family Support Assistant - Cat willetts

Executive Principal - Carrie Green

What do I do if I think my child may have Special Educational Needs?

If you have concerns regarding your child’s progress or wellbeing, this should first be discussed with your child’s class teacher.

You may also wish to contact our SENCo. Arrangements will be made for a meeting where the school will listen carefully to concerns and put appropriate actions in place. This may involve observation and assessment in school, additional support within the classroom or referral to external agencies such as Educational Psychology, Speech and Language Therapy, Special Educational Needs Inclusion Team or the Area Inclusion Partnership.

If there are other agencies already involved with your child when they start school, please let us know so that we can work with them to provide the best support for your child.

What different SEND needs are supported in school?

Firstly we identify children as individuals and recognise that all children are different and learn in different ways. We support this through adapting teaching and learning throughout the curriculum and tailoring support to individual needs. In line with the SEND Code of Practice, we recognise the four areas of SEND as Communication and Interaction (including Autistic Spectrum Condition), Cognition and Learning, Social Emotional and Mental Health and Sensory or Physical Needs. 

How will school support my child?
The academic progress and well-being of all children is monitored closely and, where there are concerns, parents will be informed and support put in place.

Where an SEN need has been identified, the class teacher (supported by phase leaders and SENCo) will prepare an SEN support plan setting out clear targets and strategies to help the child. This provision will be provided by class teachers and support staff either individually or as part of a group and will be reviewed termly by the class teacher and discussed with parents and the child. Where further support is required, the class teacher will meet with the SENCo to discuss additional strategies and possible referral to external agencies.

Our curriculum and ethos include all children, including those with disabilities. Where any additional adaptations are needed for your child to access the curriculum, this will be discussed with you and any other relevant professionals.

Further support is available through our Parent Support Assistant and Learning Manager.

What if my child still needs extra support?

Some children with complex needs require a higher level of support to access learning. If your child is still not making progress, despite SEN support within school and advice from external agencies, the SENCo may discuss an application for an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) with you. This is applied for through Leeds City Council and is a statutory document which brings together all the information and provision needed to support your child to make progress within a mainstream or specialist school setting. 

How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom?

At Bramley Park Academy, we believe that all children should have a wide range of experiences to help them grow and develop. We ensure that ALL children are able to access school trips and residentials.

Where appropriate, we will invite parents into school to discuss what provision is needed to make these activities accessible and we will work closely with you and external providers to adapt activities and prepare specialist risk assessments where needed. All children are encouraged to attend extra-curricular activities, any additional support required to access these can be discussed with the SENCo.

What training do staff supporting my child receive?

Staff are trained to use a variety of strategies to support children with different SEND, including Level 2 Autism training, Team-Teach de-escalation techniques and Speech and Language programmes.
Training may be provided by the SENCo or external agencies where appropriate.

The SENCos are currently  completing  the National Award for SEN Coordination and regularly attend network meetings and further training to ensure that school is kept up-to-date.  

all members of staff within the Resource Provision are well trained and highly competent in delivering the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, Pre-Key stage skills as well as the National Curriculum. 

Additional training for staff is matched to the individual needs of pupils in school as required and often involves working closely with other professionals.

How are school resources allocated and matched to my child’s SEND needs?

First and foremost, funding is prioritised to ensure that there is accessibility to the curriculum for ALL pupils, including those with SEND.
Some pupils may meet Leeds City Council criteria for additional funding. Where this is the case, we will discuss this with you.

What external agencies do Bramley Park Academy use to support children with additional needs?

Our schools work closely with a range of external agencies to help support your child through specialist assessments, advice and training.
If school feels that further support and advice is needed to meet a child’s needs, parents will always be informed and consent gained and any reports or advice will be shared with you. Professionals may visit school to work directly with your child or meet with staff and parents to discuss support. 

We have access to support through Leeds City Council Complex Needs service (SENIT) and the Area Inclusion Partnership. We also commission additional Speech and Language Therapist (through Interactions) and Educational Psychologist time from the funding allocated to support SEND.

Other agencies and professionals we work with include: 

· NHS Speech and Language therapy
· STARS (Specialist support for children with Autism)
· Physiotherapy 
· Occupational Therapy
· CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health)
· Educational Psychology
· Health Visitors and School Nursing team
· Bramley cluster team

How will my child’s information be shared with new phases or new schools?

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND so we take steps to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible.

Children entering school in Nursery or Reception
All children are offered home visits before they start in our Foundation Stage and transition sessions in EYFS are arranged so that children have the opportunity to visit before starting. These give you the opportunity to discuss any concerns or additional needs that your child may have. The class teacher and SENCO will liaise fully with you and any professionals working with your child in order to meet their needs when they arrive in school. Additional visits can be arranged if necessary.
Where a child has an identified Special Educational Need or Disability, we will discuss any additional support or adaptations needed with you and any other professionals involved to ensure that everything is in place to support them before they start.

If your child is moving to or from another school
We will contact the school SENCO and ensure that all information regarding additional support or special arrangements are shared. We will make sure that all records about your child are securely passed on as soon as possible.

When moving classes in school
Information will be passed onto the new class teacher and a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher where all relevant information will be shared. SEN support plans will be reviewed before the end of the summer term to ensure that these are up-to-date before transition.

How will my child’s information be shared with new phases or new schools?

In Year 6
We recognise that the move to secondary school is a difficult time for some children and staff in school work hard with the children to prepare them for the move and reassure them that it is a positive step. 
During the summer term, staff from the secondary schools visit pupils in school and meet with Y6 teachers. The SENCo meets with SENCos from all of the secondary schools to discuss individual pupil needs and plan any additional transition visits. Different secondary schools have different transition arrangements and these will be discussed with you at the time. All relevant support plans and reports are passed securely to the secondary school to ensure that support is in place when your child starts.

How accessible is the school?

Our school buildings provide excellent facilities for children with additional needs. The school buildings are fully accessible to wheelchair users, with disabled toilets and lifts between floors. School will work closely with you and any other professionals to ensure that support and adaptations are in place to support your child. If your child requires specialist equipment in school, this can be purchased using the funding allocated to support SEND. For further information, please see the individual school’s Accessibility Plans.


What can I do if I am not happy about the support my child is receiving?

At Bramley Park Academy we are always open to feedback and are committed to ensuring we get the provision right for your child. If you have any concerns, please speak to the class teacher in the first instance as most difficulties can be resolved in this way. If you feel you need further advice, please arrange an appointment with the SENCo or Executive principle who will work with you to support your child. We have a clear complaints policy which can be found on our website to formalise your complaint. We will ensure we respond promptly to your concerns to find a resolution to quickly meet the needs of your child.


What are the key policies the schools work towards to keep my child safe?

The following policies are on the school websites and reflect the school’s commitment to the inclusion, safety and well-being of our children:
SEND policy, Accessibility plan, Medical Conditions policy, Child Protection and Safeguarding policy, Anti-bullying policy, Positive Behaviour policy, Attendance policy, Equality statement.


Who can I contact for further information?

Miss Nicola Booth and Mrs Sally-Ann Akitt are the SENCos within school and with Sally-Ann being the manager of the resource provision and can be contacted through the school office. All SEND provision in school is closely monitored and evaluated by the Executive Principal. 
Further support with SEND provision in schools can be found through SENDIASS (SEND Information Advice Support Service for parents on 0113 378 5020 or at https://familyinformation.leeds.gov.uk/sendiass-site

Further information about services for pupils with SEND in Leeds can be found on the Leeds City Council Local Offer page www.leedslocaloffer.org.uk 
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